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of his race. It would be unfair to take up this position., and to pass a sweeping condemnation on the whole class. It is necessary to consider the circumstances more carefully, and also to bear in mind that there are many kinds of men with many characters engaged in this profession. At the same time, it is undoubtedly true that a Government officer engaged in Revenue work, or in the administration of civil justice meets with a large number of cruel and rapacious men following the occupation of money-lender.
In some villages I have known the good old hereditary money-lender, whose family had followed this calling for generations among people who looked up to him very much as to a father. I remember one kindly old money-lender, with no very great capital, but just enough to meet the wants of the village community. He had very few customers outside his own village, and the villagers never dreamed of going to any one else. Their relations with him were very kindly. I do not think that I ever heard of Ms being in court as a plaintiff. Any disputes were settled by the village " Pan-chayat," * whose authority is frequently exercised with great advantage. He gave the people his money when they needed it; they paid interest for it; and he was nothing but their kindly friend. This, however, is a state of things that one does not find often nowadays, and then only in the remoter villages in the course of a tour in the interior. One finds somewhat more frequently a Malguzar who lives oil such terms with his own ryots.f He lends them seed grain, and sometimes gives them also subsistence during the time of ploughing and sowing and waiting for the harvest; and then he is repaid for what he has advanced, receiving in addition to that the interest on his advance and his rent. In many cases, I have found the relations between such a Malguzar and his ryots to be of the most kindly character, though this also
* The Panchayat is the Council of Village Elders: its literal meaning is *' Council of Five." The influence of these Elders, based on their age, character, and local experience, was very great: it is in many places now waning.
f The ryot or rayat is the tenant.